
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the

inheritance with me.” 14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter

between you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all

kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16

And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good

crop. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 18

“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones,

and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have

plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from

you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 21 “This is how it will be

with anyone who stores up things for himself but is not rich toward God.”

1. Why does Jesus say “watch out!” when he warns about greed? 

2. What would be a working definition of greed? How could you tell if you were

greedy?

 3. “We get richer and richer and yet it never seems to be enough”. Is this true as a

society? As individuals? If it’s true, why? 

4. What does it mean to be “rich toward God”?
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T a l k  1 :  H o w  m u c h  i s  e n o u g h ?

In this series on money, we explore the bible's teaching on wealth, power and

eternity.
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AI is often divided into two categories. One category is about the simulated
learning that programs can do (to process ‘big data’ and make decisions); and
the second is actually conscious learning. 

2 .  F i n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  n o t e s
If AI was used to advance humanity by overriding natural section and making

moral judgments about what is the ‘right’ type of human, this human 'up-grade'

would take on a ‘god-like’ status. Such a being would define for itself good and

evil and be attempting immortality on its own terms. The Bible has a story with

similar parallels in Genesis where Adam and Eve sought to be like God, and the

people of Babel sought a famous name based on their great achievements—it all

ended in disaster.

3 .  P l a y  t h e  b e t t e r  t u n e !
The Christian message has a quest for immortality too, but it is achieved not by

humans becoming god, but God becoming man. As Jesus became human, he

lived the perfect life and then died the perfect death. Those who trust him

receive a divine upgrade to the status of 'child of God'.  In this relationship we

are guaranteed peace, assurance of love and all we need for a complete life,

now and for eternity.

B e  i n  t u n e1 .

Humans have a special ability to capture and make use of the world’s resources,

making better environments and increasing the standard of living for many. Yet

war, famine and death still stop us from flourishing.  Being better stewards of

nature and seeking a longer and more fulfilled life are great goals to aim for—

and would be an improvement in humanity.
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S l a v e r y
1 :  T h e  p e r v a s i v e  n a t u r e  o f  “ I  a m  w h a t  I  d o ”

2 .  T h e  c r u s h i n g  b u r d e n  o f  “ I  a m  w h a t  I  d o ”

“I am what I do” is a feature of Western individualism

It is a devastating way to live

A more corporate sense of self (often found in Asian cultures) is not the

solution either

The key points of this lesson are: 

P r a y e r

Heavenly Father, individualism is in the air I breathe. I am often oblivious to

how prevalent (and dangerous) it can be, especially when it comes to my

work. Help me to see more clearly the negative ways that it has crept into

my heart and mind and shaped my behaviour. Help me be more alert to it,

for my own sake and the sake of others.

K e y  t r u t h s

A p p l i c a t i o n

Can you see more clearly now how dominant an “I am what I do” philosophy

is in our culture today? Do you better appreciate the dangers of it?

 (If you want to explore this issue further you might like to read "Selfie: How

the West became self-obsessed" by Will Storr).
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