
Think back to the last time someone asked you a question that put you on the spot. 

What were you asked?

What did you say?

I n t r o d u c t i o n

B i b l e  P a s s a g e

When asked a tricky question, Jesus often turned it back on the questioner - and we

can too.

B i g  P i c t u r e

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what

must I do to inherit eternal life?”

 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”

He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with

all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.”

                                                                                                                   Luke 10:25-28
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7.     THE ART OF THE 
           NON-ANSWER



 The expert in the law wanted to test Jesus, so he asked Jesus a tricky question, “What

must I do to inherit eternal life?” This was not an innocous question. Wrapped up in this

lawyer’s question are hidden assumptions - the lawyer already knows the answer he’s

looking for.

1.

 And so, Jesus refuses to play his game. Jesus asks the expert in the law to give his

answer.

2.

 Once the lawyer has had his say, Jesus can affirm his position before challenging him to

keep the standard he has set.

3.

Thoughts? Questions?
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Questions can put us on the back foot – particularly when they come out of nowhere –

and especially when they come from someone trying to trip us up. But have you

considered that we don’t have to answer every question asked of us?

We could turn the question back on the questioner, like Jesus does. We could ask, “why

do you want to know?”.

Think back to a time when you found yourself stumped by a question (or when you last

flubbed an answer). How could you handle it differently now?

Of course, when we’re asked a question it’s a great time to be praying that God would

provide us with more good questions – or a helpful answer.

A p p l i c a t i o n
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P r a y e r

CO F F E E

D I N N E R

GO S P E L

R em emb e r

Pray for confidence and wisdom to know when to ask a good

question rather than give an answer.

Pray for good questions from our colleagues and friends.
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